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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
upplicalion: 

1. (currently amended) A bracket comprisinq: 

a rectangular plate having a front face, a back 
face, a length, a width, and opposing side edges 
extending in respective length and width directions; 

at least two openings in the p]ate, each opening 
wholly contained within the front and back faces so as 
to not intersect with the side edges and wherein the 
at leaBt two openings consisting of comprinQ onl;^ a 
single row of slots and the slots have a length 
extending parallel to the length direction of the 
plate and the slots aro each located on or along a 
center axis of the plate relative to the length 
direction of the plate; and, 

at least one pair of orifices in the plate, the 
pair of orifices located adjacent opposite side edges 
or the plate along the length of the plate so as to 
form a weakened zone wldthwise for bending the plate 
along the weakened zone. 

2. (original) The bracket of claim 1 wherein the 
openings extend between the front and back faces so as 
to form the openings completely through the plate. 

3. (original) The bracket of claim 1 wherein the 
orifices extend between the front and back faces so as 
to form the orifices completely through the plate. 
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4. (original) The bracket of claim 1 wherein the 
weakened zone is oriented perpendicular to tho length 
direction oL the plate, 

5. to 7. (canceled) 

8. (original) The bracket of claim 1 wherein the at 
least two orifices comprise notches or holes. 

9. (previously amended) The bracket of claim 1 wherein 
the at least two orifices comprise notches and the 
notches intersect the side edges of the plate along 
the length of the plate and the notches extend into 
the plate toward the center axis of the plate relative 
to the length direction oi the plate. 

10. (orignal) The bracket of claim 8 wherein the notches 
or holes do not intersect the adjacent opposite side 
edges of the plate along the length of the plate and 
do not intersect at least one of the at least two 
openings. 

11. (previous.).y amended) The bracket ol claim 1 wherein 
the at least two orifices comprise notches and the 
notches intersect with at least one of the at least 
two openings. 

12. (previously amended) The bracket of claim 1 wherein 
the at least two orifices comprise notches and the 
notches have a length extending parallel to the width 



PA6E5/13'RCVDAT7/24/2006 7:3D:57AM[Eastem^^^^^^^ * DURATION (iiHn-ss):03-28 



JUL 25,2006 05:56 BENDEL 



9207314131 



Page 6 



US Serial No.: 10/755,524 

direction of the plate. 

13. (oriqnal) The bracket of claim 1 wherein the at least 
two orifices are located on opposite sides of at ieasL 
one or the two openings and midway between opposite 
ends ol the opening, 

14- (orignal) The bracket of claim 1 wherein tho at least 
two oril'ices comprise at least four orifices and 
wherein one pair of orifices is located on opposite 
sides of one of the at least two openings and midway 
between opposite ends of the one opening and a second 
pair of orifices is located on opposite sides of a 
different opening of the at least two openings and 
midway between a first end of the one opening and a 
second end of the different opening. 

15, (currently amended) A bracket lor use with a vent and 
a vent cover comprising: 

a rectangular plate having a front face, a back 
face, a length, a width, and opposing side edges 
extending in respective length and width directions; 

at least two openings in the plate with the 
openings extending between the front and back faces so 
as to form the openings completely through the plate, 
each opening wholly contained within the front and 
back faces so as to not intersect with the side edges 
and wherein the at least two openings comprise slots 
and the slots have a length extending parallel Lo Lhe 
length direction of the plate and each slot is located 
on or along the center axis of the plate relative to 
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the lengLh direction of the plate; 

at least one pair oi' oril'ices in the plate 
associated with and on opposite sides of each slot and 
with the orificclis exLending between the Cronl and back 
faces so as to form Lhc orifices compleLcly through 
the plate, the pair of orifices also located adjacent 
opposite side edges of the plate along the lengLh of 
the plate so as to form a weakened zone widthwisc and 
associated with and on opposite sides ol: each slot for 
bonding the plate along the weakened zone. 

16- (canceled) 

17. (orignal) The bracket of claim 15 wherein the 
orifices comprise notches and the notches have a 
length extending parallel to the width direction of 
the plate and wherein the notches do not intersect the 
openings. 

18. (orignal) The bracket of claim 15 wherein the at 
least two orifices are located on opposite sides ot at 
least one of the two openings and midway between 
opposite ends of the opening. 

19. (orignal) The bracket of claim lb where.! n the at 
least two orificcB comprise at least four orifices and 
wherein one pair of orifices is located on opposite 
sides of one of the at least two openings and midway 
between opposite ends of the one opening and a second 
pair ol orifices is located on opposite sides of a 
different opening of the at least two openings and 
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midway between a first end of the one opening and a 
second end of the dilferent opening, 

20. (orignal) The bracket of claim 15 wherein the 

openings have a longitudinal orientation and the 
orifices have a longitudinal orientation and wherein 
the longitudinal orientation of the openings is 
perpendicular to the longitudinal orientation of the 
orif ices- 

21- (currently amended) The bracket of claim 1 in 

combination with a vent cover and a process for using 
the bracket, the process comprising: 

determining a first opening in the plate for 
securing the bracket to a vent cover; 

determining a second opening in the plate for 
securing the bracket to a venL; and, 

forming the bracket in accordance with 
determining the first opening and determining the 
second opening. 

22. (orignal) The bracket of claim 21 wherein the process 
further comprises securing the bracket to the vent 
cover at the first opening and securing the bracket to 
the vent at the second opening. 

23. (orignal) The bracket of claim 22 wherein the bracket 
is secured to the vent at the socond opening before 
the bracket is secured to the vent cover at the first 
opening. 
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24, (currently amended) A bracket comprising: 

a rectangular plate having a Irorit facc^ a back 
face, a length, a width, and opposing side edges 
extending in respective length and width directions; 

at least two openings in the plate, each opening 
wholly conLained within the front and back faces so as 
to not intersect with the side edges and wherein the 
at legist two openings consisllnq of oompriac only a 
single row of slots and the slota have a length 
extending parallel Lo the length direction of the 
plate and the slots arc each located on or along a 
center axis of the plate relative to the length 
direction of the plate; 

at least one pair of orifices in the plate 
associated with and on opposite sides of each slot and 
with the orifices extending between the front and back 
faces so as to form the orifices completely through 
the plate, the pair of orifices al so located adjacent 
opposite side edges of the plate along the length of 
the plate so as to form a weakened zone widthwise and 
associated with and on opposlLe sides of each slot for 
bending the plate along the weakened -^one; and, 

wherein the at least two orifices inlersecL the 
side edges of the plate along the length of the plate 
and the orifices extend into the plate toward a center 
axis of the plate relative to the length direction of 
the plale^. 
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